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ACT I
SCENE  AUTONUM    

The scene is a small quiet café bar in central london. mahmood enters and sits alone for a moment in a small cubicle.  ariane approaches and sits opposite much to his disapointment.

ARIANE:
Would you really have walked away?

MAHMOOD:
I did walk away

ARIANE:
I mean really

MAHMOOD:
I did really

ARIANE:
(pause) I would have done it

MAHMOOD:
You didn’t

ariane:
No because I followed you

mahmood:
Why follow me, you are no concern of mine

ariane:
No concern of yours? Are you human

mahmood:
Look I have no wish to interfere with your plans

ariane:
Oh I am about to kill myself and its no concern of yours

mahmood:
I didn’t try to stop you, that seems to have disappointed you.

ariane:
I don’t want anyone to try and stop you

mahmood:
Then why have you followed me here

ARIANE:
I wanted to know. Wanted to know who would leave someone die

MAHMOOD:
I didn’t leave you to die, you wanted to

ariane:
You walked away. You made no attempt to help me or stop and talk to me

mahmood:
Yet you followed me here

ariane:
Ah now I see

mahmood:
See what

ARIANE:
I didn’t do it, that’s quite clever

MAHMOOD:
You think so?

ARIANE:
Yes by pretending to let me, even encourage me. I didn’t do it

MAHMOOD:
What you do with your own life means nothing to me.

ARIANE:
You took a big gamble, what if I had. What then? (pause) You would have been responsible

MAHMOOD:
There was no gamble. If you want to take your own life by jumping off a bridge that’s your destiny

ARIANE:
What if I wanted to. I might still want to

MAHMOOD:
Then

ARIANE:
You really would let me wouldn’t you

MAHMOOD:
I told you

ARIANE:
Bloody genius

MAHMOOD:
Look I really should be going. I am busy

ARIANE:
If you didn’t want to stop me. Why have you brought me here?

MAHMOOD:
I didn’t bring you here. You followed me

ARIANE:
Only because I wanted to know

MAHMOOD:
There is nothing to know

ARIANE:
Is that right, If it wasn’t for you they would be dragging me out of the Thames by the end of today

MAHMOOD:
There’s still time

ARIANE:
Very funny

MAHMOOD:
I have done nothing to interfere with your plans, your life is your own

WAITRESS:
Can I help you sir

MAHMOOD:
Yes. A coffee for me please espresso

ARIANE:
Cup o tea, thanks?

MAHMOOD:
Thank you

ARIANE:
So. What’s your name?

MAHMOOD:
It doesn’t matter

ARIANE:
You saved my life, the least you could do is tell me your name

mahmood:
I did not save your life

ariane:
I’m ariane

MAHMOOD:
My name is Mahmood

ARIANE:
Mahmood, your not from round here then

MAHMOOD:
No I am Palestinian

ARIANE:
I didn’t mean that

MAHMOOD:
I lived and studied in Leeds

ARIANE:
Well nice to meet you. I live and study at Basingstoke city council offices

WAITRESS:
One tea and one expresso that will be four twenty sir

MAHMOOD:
Here keep the change

WAITRESS:
Thank you sir, thank you very much

ARIANE:
Nice

MAHMOOD:
So you have changed your mind then?

ARIANE:
No I still want to. I will

mahmood:
How very english

ariane:
English?

mahmood:
Always best to have a cup of tea before doing. . .anything

ariane:
How very foreign of you

Waitress arrives with drinks

MAHMOOD:
Maybe today is not a good day

ARIANE:
What do you mean?

MAHMOOD:
I mean maybe you should come back another day

ARIANE:
Avoid the rush hour?

MAHMOOD:
You don’t want to die today of all days. You just want to pretend you do

ariane:
I damn well do, if you hadn’t tricked me out of it

mahmood:
I made no attempt to stop you

ariane:
exactly

mahmood:
All you really wanted was to make a statement, punish someone or everyone.

ARIANE:
No

MAHMOOD:
Of course you do

ARIANE:
What do you mean?

MAHMOOD:
I mean your pathetically making a statement to someone other wise you could just walk under a bus, pretend its an accident

ARIANE:
Kill myself and pretend its an accident?

MAHMOOD:
Theres two reasons you don’t do that. One your not serious or two if you are, everyone has to know

ARIANE:
I am serious, I am

MAHMOOD:
Then go

ARIANE:
I will.. its just weird what just happened

MAHMOOD:
Nothing. Just. Happened.

ARIANE:
It did. You saved me

MAHMOOD:
I did not save you. You are not important. There are bigger things happening than you

ARIANE:
What sort of things

mahmood:
Do you expect the world to stop because of you? No one cares. Lots of other people will die today who treasured their lives
ARIANE:
Everyone is more important than me

MAHMOOD:
Why do you want to kill yourself? 

ARIANE:
Life. Sometimes things catch up with you slap you in the face and make you realise. You can’t just choose a day

MAHMOOD:
Realise what?

ARIANE:
Life. Pointless. Waste of time

MAHMOOD:
So you want to make a statement, make them all pay eh

ARIANE:
What do you know?

MAHMOOD:
Ok Tell me. Whats your story. What brought you to London to stop the world. Today of all days

ARIANE:
You are a sicko after all

MAHMOOD:
I can always go

ARIANE:
No. Don’t go. Sit down 

MAHMOOD:
Go on

ARIANE:
Is this a trick. Are you some kind of therapist? Pretending.

MAHMOOD:
Pretending what?

ARIANE:
Not to care

MAHMOOD:
Listen to me. I. Don’t. Care.

ARIANE:
Why not?

MAHMOOD:
Maybe I have concerns of my own, maybe we all do

ARIANE:
Do you wanna hear or not

MAHMOOD:
Do you want me to take notes? 

ARIANE:
Very funny man aren’t you

MAHMOOD:
Will I be part of your legacy? The man who nearly saved you.  Telling how the poor girl suffered

ARIANE:
You don’t know anything about having a shit life

MAHMOOD:
Is that so

ARIANE:
I can tell. Look at you. Throwing your cash around

MAHMOOD:
Cash?

ARIANE:
You know what I mean, giving that waitress ten quid. I saw

MAHMOOD:
Do you want to tell me about you, or tell me about me

ARIANE:
You don’t look so bad off. Were you brought up in care. Abused, raped as a kid. Let down

MAHMOOD:
So what changed

ARIANE:
Tony changed

MAHMOOD:
Tony?

ARIANE:
My boyfriend. Ex boyfriend

MAHMOOD:
Ah man trouble. He dumped you

ARIANE:
We were together, from being kids you know. In care together, came out together. Lived together

MAHMOOD:
And?

ARIANE:
He let me down. I wasn’t good enough anymore

MAHMOOD:
He split from you

ARIANE:
I caught him, found him with my best friend

MAHMOOD:
So you are willing to waste your life for that?

ARIANE:
For that, what the hell. To hell with you I am going

MAHMOOD:
Drink your tea

ARIANE:
What would know about growing up without any family, thinking you have one person you can trust

MAHMOOD:
Keep your voice down

ARIANE:
Sod it, sod you

MAHMOOD:
You are british eh. They have care

ARIANE:
Care. That’s what they call it.

MAHMOOD:
You are looked after, without parents. You don’t have to live on the streets like dogs

ARIANE:
May as well be dogs

mahmood:
Did you go to school, get an education?

ariane:
I hated school, hardly went

mahmood:
Typical of your country, opportunity is wasted on you

ariane:
What opportunity? Stupid teachers, rubbish lessons

MAHMOOD:
How old are you?

ARIANE:
Twenty

MAHMOOD:
My sister was a similar age

ARIANE:
Was

MAHMOOD:
Yes, She is dead

ARIANE:
Did she commit suicide

MAHMOOD:
No. She did not waste her life

ARIANE:
Maybe she had opportunities. Hopes.

MAHMOOD:
She had hopes. Hopes of leaving her country and coming here to study. Finding a new life. Visiting London.

ARIANE:
Her country?

MAHMOOD:
Yes. My family are Palestinian.

ARIANE:
How did she die?

MAHMOOD:
How did she die? How did she live? Who cares

ARIANE:
How?

MAHMOOD:
Like everyone else where I am from. Struggling in a prison

ARIANE:
She was in prison?

MAHMOOD:
Ha. Our land is a prison. Gaza is a huge open prison patrolled by Israeli guards paid for by people like you

ARIANE:
I have nothing to do with your countries problems

MAHMOOD:
No you turn away. You can vote can’t you?

ARIANE:
Never have

mahmood:
People lose their lives fighting for the right to vote, you never have been bothered.

ariane:
Makes no difference, everyone says that

mahmood:
Makes no difference to who?  You allow your government to charge around the world invading other countries, waging war. killing

ariane:
I don’t allow anything

mahmood:
It’s done in your name!

ariane:
What am I supposed to do

MAHMOOD:
Your life has been so miserable. Look out the window here. People enjoy safety and freedom. In my country there is nothing like that. 

ARIANE:
Why

MAHMOOD:
Who cares. Not you, its not in the news

ARIANE:
Tell me

MAHMOOD:
Tell you what? How my family lived. How my sister lived in comparison to you

ARIANE:
Yeh

MAHMOOD:
My words are wasted on you

ARIANE:
Go on, I …

MAHMOOD:
I come from Gaza, its hell on earth. Even without Israeli bombs it is hell.

ARIANE:
How

MAHMOOD:
It’s a prison, just a huge prison. The most crowded place on earth. Sometimes when I return I hardly recognise the place I grew up in. Children play in the street under bullet marked buildings and the sound of fighter jets screeching overhead at night.

ARIANE:
Is there a war on?

MAHMOOD:
A kind of war 

ARIANE:
I don’t know anything about that

MAHMOOD:
Its easy not to know, turn away

ARIANE:
I am listening aren’t I?

MAHMOOD:
One night a missile fired into the town hit a car killing a suspected terrorist.

ARIANE:
Surely that’s good

MAHMOOD:
Maybe? After a short while a crowd gathered around the car. Soon a helicopter gunship arrived and fired into the crowd. Three more people were killed. Two children

ARIANE:
Surely they would not have done such a thing on purpose

MAHMOOD:
The Israeli’s say better kill them when they are young before they grow up and kill us then

ARIANE:
Do you still have family there?

MAHMOOD:
What’s left of it

ARIANE:
What happened to them, your sister?

MAHMOOD:
What would you care. You have suffered enough

ARIANE:
I want to know

MAHMOOD:
My family are mostly dead. Including my sister Wafa. I was saved by Allah’s will. For something more

ARIANE:
What happened

MAHMOOD:
I was due to return home to collect her. She was going to come to England and study. It was fortunate I came up against the inefficiency of the border crossing.

ARIANE:
Into Gaza?

MAHMOOD:
Yes. Erez is one of the few border crossings. Its controlled by Isreal. It’s the only way in or out and its all at their say so.

GUARD:
Name?

MAHMOOD:
Mahood Sumar Jamiz

GUARD:
Papers

MAHMOOD:
Yes

GUARD:
There is a problem

MAHMOOD:
I have permission for today. I have to meet my sister

GUARD:
Sit down over there

MAHMOOD:
I have written authority

GUARD:
Sit

MAHMOOD:
And so I sit, and sit and sit

ARIANE:
For how long?

MAHMOOD:
All day, various people come and wait and go through. Not me

ARIANE:
All day

MAHMOOD:
Its quite normal. I am passed back to the police and then the army and then the police. Till finally

GUARD:
You here. You will not be crossing today. There has been a mix up with the computer system. Maybe you come back tomorrow.

ARIANE:
That’s it then

MAHMOOD:
But that 24 hours saved my life and killed my sister.

ARIANE:
How?

MAHMOOD:
I returned the next morning and was allowed through late afternoon

ARIANE:
and?

MAHMOOD:
I took a car to my fathers house and could see the smouldering as we approached. My heart sank. When I arrived there was nothing. Just a pile of smouldering devastation where my father’s house used to be

ARIANE:
A fire?

MAHMOOD:
Rocket attack, Israeli a direct hit

ARIANE:
Oh No, Your sister

MAHMOOD:
Running from the car I saw my father

MAHMOOD:
Father, father

FATHER:
Its to late Mahood they have killed our babies, murdered our family

MAHMOOD:
Alona, Suhur where are they

FATHER:
Gone, gone. Suhur is in the hospital. Its very bad

MAHMOOD:
Wafa, Alona?

FATHER:
They are gone

MAHMOOD:
It can not be

FATHER:
They are gone

MAHMOOD:
Dead, they are dead?

FATHER:
I am so sorry. Wafa should have been gone. If only you had taken her

MAHMOOD:
I was held up at the border

father:
We knew they were coming, they told us

MAHMOOD:
What do you mean you knew?

FATHER:
They came 3 days ago. The soldiers. They said they would make us pay. They told us

MAHMOOD:
They what?

FATHER:
They told us we would die of sadness they would kill our family. I swear they promised us

MAHMOOD:
This cannot be true. We have done nothing wrong

FATHER:
What does that matter. We are Palestinian. We are vermin

MAHMOOD:
They told you they would do this to our family?

FATHER:
They came and they told us. Our family would die.

MAHMOOD:
It can’t be

FATHER:
I was out yesterday when it happened. I left early to get to the harvest. When I returned. This.

ARIANE:
You are saying the soldiers killed your family

MAHMOOD:
Of course. You are surprised by this.

ARIANE:
Yes soldiers would not do that

MAHMOOD:
So you see we are very much alike

ARIANE:
Alike, us?

MAHMOOD:
You and me how strange we should meet today of all days

ARIANE:
Why today?

MAHMOOD:
Because today we both want to die and leave our vengeance. To die having satisfied our obligations

ARIANE:
You also wanted to kill yourself today?

MAHMOOD:
Today I will avenge my family

ARIANE:
How can you?

MAHMOOD:
Damn you

ARIANE:
Are you some kind of fanatic?

MAHMOOD:
Do I look unstable to you. My mind is clear

ARIANE:
Are you a terrorist is that what you are

MAHMOOD:
I am no terrorist. I am a doctor trained to save life

ARIANE:
Then what are you saying

MAHMOOD:
They will say I am a terrorist. But maybe you will tell my story instead.

ARIANE:
How?

MAHMOOD:
If you live

ARIANE:
If I live, What’s in that bag?

MAHMOOD:
Revenge, My sisters life

ARIANE:
I am leaving

MAHMOOD:
No

ARIANE:
What

MAHMOOD:
Your not leaving. Sit down. You would not get to the door

ARIANE:
Your insane

MAHMOOD:
I can set this device off in an instant

ARIANE:
Why would you waste it on me, why would I care?

MAHMOOD:
You care. You care because I would steal your legacy, your sympathy

ARIANE:
No

MAHMOOD:
Setting out to kill yourself and then becoming an innocent victim of a terrorist atrocity. What sort of statement would that be

ARIANE:
Shut up

MAHMOOD:
Its true. Do it now if you want. Take a step or sit

ARIANE:
Now what?

MAHMOOD:
Now nothing. I have time. I will soon leave here and you will stay behind

ARIANE:
And you?

MAHMOOD:
I came here to do something for my dear Wafa

ARIANE:
You are crazy, you are really going to kill innocent people for no reason

MAHMOOD:
We are not killing for no reason, no one is innocent

ARIANE:
We are thousands of miles from where your family lived. Its nothing to do with us

MAHMOOD:
Is that what you really believe

FATHER:
There’s nothing here your wasting your time

MAHMOOD:
Why, how. Look, look what I have found

FATHER:
What is it

MAHMOOD:
It’s a postcard. To me from Wafa its burned I can’t read it all

SISTER:
Dearest Mahmood. Thank you so much for all your help with my studies. I am so proud of you and one day will be a doctor. Just like you… I am so happy to be with you again. Peace be with you

FATHER:
Mahmood. She was so proud, she wanted to be with you in England

MAHMOOD:
I have everything ready, so many people waiting to meet her.

FATHER:
When will this end

MAHMOOD:
Look at this. here

FATHER:
What is it?

MAHMOOD:
A calling card from our enemy

father:
We knew

MAHMOOD:
Some kind of weapon case, shell case

FATHER:
My god if they knew

MAHMOOD:
Made in the USA

FATHER:
The West send weapons to destroy us

MAHMOOD:
They are all one

FATHER:
We are all one

MAHMOOD:
The fight will continue, in Wafa’s name they will pay

ARIANE:
That’s American its nothing to do with us

MAHMOOD:
Britain and the USA supply arms to Israel to kill my people. They turn away whilst our children are killed

ARIANE:
This was an accident, it must have been

MAHMOOD:
It was no accident, they were warned us, my precious family are exterminated like rats

ARIANE:
So you blame those people out there. That woman, that child for the death of your family? They had no warning, no part in this 

MAHMOOD:
No warning? If anyone ever heard the speeches of Osama Bin Laden they would have been warned. Instead you all turned away

ARIANE:
Not everyone, some people protest

MAHMOOD:
Our words are wasted on the West

ARIANE:
What did you mean when you said we?

MAHMOOD:
We?

ARIANE:
Yes, you said we. There are more of you?

MAHMOOD:
More of them, I am just a passenger. A means to an end

ARIANE:
There are others then?

MAHMOOD:
Yes there are others with different motives than me

ARIANE:
They are not like you, part of your group?

MAHMOOD:
I have no group. Its simply circumstances that brought me here

ARIANE:
Circumstances

MAHMOOD:
Allah brought me the means to exact my revenge. Until then I had suffered silently

ARIANE:
How many more

MAHMOOD:
Its gods will

ARIANE:
God brought you her to kill?

MAHMOOD:
I will kill

ARIANE:
You found the means?

MAHMOOD:
I have a friend. An Egyptian. He has been away studying and had given me the keys to his flat whilst away. He had concerns about the people he had sub let it too. He asked me to call and check the place over. I was a little concerned and so decided to go in when there was no one around. That was where I found my means

ARIANE:
Which was?

MAHMOOD:
I am no expert. I do not deal in death but I knew straight away

ARIANE:
What?

MAHMOOD:
It was obvious that this was some kind of amateur bomb making factory right there in the flat. Everything laid out on a table, also video equipment, notes. There was no sign of any normal life going on here. I touched nothing. I locked the door and left to give myself time to think

ARIANE:
When was this

MAHMOOD:
Some months ago now. I waited and was very careful to find out who was actually living there and reported back to Sahide that all was well at his flat and he was not to worry

ARIANE:
So you joined them

MAHMOOD:
In time.

ARIANE:
They accepted you

MAHMOOD:
I knew that one of the tenants was a man called Sadique. I went to his local mosque and made his acquaintance

ARIANE:
You knew about his plans to kill and did nothing

MAHMOOD:
That was the least I would do. But I soon decided I wanted more

ARIANE:
More than letting those lunatics kill

MAHMOOD:
He introduced me to three of his friends. I knew of their plan. It was not enough for me to stand aside whilst they carried it out, eventually I decided I wanted to join them

ARIANE:
How, are you saying they finally told you

MAHMOOD:
Not directly but they quickly became very frank about their views. Maybe they were testing me

ARIANE:
What about your views

MAHMOOD:
They were soon aware of my background. We would soon spend hours discussing politics and listening to the speeches of our brothers

ARIANE:
You were brainwashed

MAHMOOD:
Brainwashed with truth yes. You talk about those innocents out there. They were flying that plane that killed by family don’t you see that

ARIANE:
They know nothing about your country, neither do i

MAHMOOD:
You don’t want to know. Who is going to tell you the truth? CNN, the BBC ha

ARIANE:
You said you were not political

MAHMOOD:
I am not but I soon realised we shared the same pain and anger

ARIANE:
Lots of people suffer but they don’t kill innocent people

MAHMOOD:
You are no better, willing to kill yourself to punish others

ARIANE:
Its my life

MAHMOOD:
I knew time was short so I had to tell them what I knew

SADIQUE:
Assalamu Alaikum

MAHMOOD:
Wa alaikuh asalam wa rahmatu allah

MAHMOOD:
We had been talking for some time about politics and religion. This was my opportunity

MAHMOOD:
Sadique, I have to talk with you. I have to confess something to you. Believe me brothers you have my utmost trust and confidence

SADIQUE:
Of course brother. Speak freely amongst friends here

MAHMOOD:
You all know about my family, my background

SADIQUE:
And it’s a tragic story our hearts go out to you.

HASIB:
That’s true. Believe us we are all brothers in this fight

MAHMOOD:
Sadique, germaine, all of you have been a great comfort to me

HASIB:
God bless you brother

MAHMOOD:
I know

SADIQUE:
You know? Brother what do you mean

MAHMOOD:
I know what you intend to do and I know it is soon, I can feel it is nearly time

HASIB:
I am not sure what you mean Mahmood

MAHMOOD:
You are all sure what I mean. Believe me I have known for some time

SADIQUE:
Explain yourself

MAHMOOD:
I know about the flat, I know about your plans and I want to join you

HASIB:
Maybe you have lost your mind

MAHMOOD:
No I am of clear mind. Will you take me with you?

SADIQUE:
I am unsure what you mean

MAHMOOD:
Your Jihad. I want to join you

HASIB:
We fight with our hearts and our mouths

MAHMOOD:
and fire

GERMAINE:
Kill him

SADIQUE:
Wait wait. No hold him. Hold him

HASIB:
I reget this Mahmood but you give us no choice

MAHMOOD:
I was tied to a chair and interrogated all through the night

GERMAINE:
What do you know, who have you told

MAHMOOD:
If I was going to give you away would I not have done it by now

HASIB:
I don’t trust him. It could be a trap

SADIQUE:
Why would you want to join us.

MAHMOOD:
I have my reasons. You know about my reasons

HASIB:
I say we kill him and get on with our plan

MAHMOOD:
If I go missing now the police will come to you. Surely its better to take me with you and trust me.

SADIQUE:
Keep him here I will be back in the morning. Hasib, shehzad you stay with him. Keep him here and don’t harm him.

SHEHZAD:
Wait where are you going?

SADIQUE:
I will be back by morning, look after him

ARIANE:
You actually joined them they could have killed you

MAHMOOD:
So

ARIANE:
You didn’t care

MAHMOOD:
Not by that time. Once my decision was made. Their jihad was my personal weapon of revenge on the west

ARIANE:
You blame the West, everyone. Those people out there

MAHMOOD:
They are responsible, you are responsible for the death of my family

ARIANE:
Jihad? You don’t care about Jihad, your holy war. You are just using them

MAHMOOD:
Yes

ARIANE:
What about you. What about your soul? Will you go to heaven with virgins? You have to stop them

MAHMOOD:
I joined them but they did not trust me enough to share their targets with me

ARIANE:
Theres nothing we can do?

MAHMOOD:
Not now, its not long now

ARIANE:
We could get London evacuated

MAHMOOD:
No. Well maybe you will tell my story

ARIANE:
No

MAHMOOD:
What do you mean

ARIANE:
Walk away I won’t tell a soul

MAHMOOD:
You would not tell them why I did what I did?

ARIANE:
No not a word that I ever met you

MAHMOOD:
Will you still go ahead with your Jihad, your suicide

ARIANE:
If I live through today I will carry on living. You saved me

MAHMOOD:
I did not save you

ARIANE:
You saved me but I cannot save you

MAHMOOD:
I have no wish to be saved

Distant sound of police etc

ARIANE:
Its started hasn’t it

MAHMOOD:
Yes

ARIANE:
You don’t have to do this

MAHMOOD:
I have to go now

ARIANE:
Your not one of them

MAHMOOD:
I am ready

ARIANE:
Wait

MAHMOOD:
Give me that back

ARIANE:
No

MAHMOOD:
Its very dangerous, you don’t know what your doing

ARIANE:
Make it stop

MAHMOOD:
Look, give me the bag. Please its my destiny not yours

ARIANE:
I can’t let you

MAHMOOD:
I don’t want it to end like this there could be an accident if you don’t give that back to me

ARIANE:
Don’t try and snatch it

MAHMOOD:
Ariane I don’t want either of us to get hurt. We can walk away. Together.

ARIANE:
Your lying

MAHMOOD:
No I am not. Hand it to me and we will leave together without any fuss or anyone getting hurt

ARIANE:
What about this

MAHMOOD:
We leave together and we will get rid of it

ARIANE:
How do I know if I give it you back you won’t

MAHMOOD:
If I wanted to harm you I could have done it by now

ARIANE:
I don’t trust you

MAHMOOD:
You hold it then

ARIANE:
Ok

MAHMOOD:
Hold it but be very, very careful

ARIANE:
Right

MAHMOOD:
Take my hand

ARIANE:
Its over, you promise? No more killing

MAHMOOD:
Come

POLICE:
Freeze, armed police don’t move

MAHMOOD:
Wait don’t shoot

ARIANE:
No, please don’t shoot we are..

gunshots

MAHMOOD:
No. No don’t shoot please. She is not!

POLICE:
Put your hands in the air

MAHMOOD:
Help her. Someone help her. I am unarmed Look she has nothing to do with this

POLICE:
Move away from the bag with your hands in the air

MAHMOOD:
Look, I am unarmed

Sound of gunfire

F/X:
cut to news bulletin
newscaster:
“In other news. Police have said that two people were also shot dead today in an unrelated incident.  The two armed individuals were killed in what appears to have been an attempted armed robbery.  Police have commended the bravery of the officers involved. They are not looking for anyone else in connection with the incident and the families have been informed”
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